Attributes, Ethical Attitudes and Behaviors of Tax Evaders in a Permissive Collection Society by Sidani, Yusuf M et al.
Georgia Southern University 
Digital Commons@Georgia Southern 
Association of Marketing Theory and Practice 
Proceedings 2013 
Association of Marketing Theory and Practice 
Proceedings 
2013 
Attributes, Ethical Attitudes and Behaviors of Tax Evaders in a 
Permissive Collection Society 
Yusuf M. Sidani 
Abdul Jalil Ghanem 
Mohammed Y. A. Rawwas 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/amtp-
proceedings_2013 
 Part of the Marketing Commons 
This conference proceeding is brought to you for free and open access by the Association of Marketing Theory and 
Practice Proceedings at Digital Commons@Georgia Southern. It has been accepted for inclusion in Association of 
Marketing Theory and Practice Proceedings 2013 by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons@Georgia 
Southern. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@georgiasouthern.edu. 
 
Association of Marketing Theory and Practice Proceedings March 2013 1 
Copyright of the Author(s) and published under a Creative Commons License Agreement  
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/ 
Attributes, Ethical Attitudes and Behaviors of Tax Evaders in a 
Permissive Collection Society 
 
Yusuf M. Sidani 
American University of Beirut 
 
Abdul Jalil Ghanem 
American University of Beirut 
 
Mohammed Y.A. Rawwas 




Tax evasion remains a fascinating research topic, as it is more often committed by individuals 
considered by society to be “ethical.”  The purpose of this study is to explore the various 
attitudes of tax evaders and examine them in relation to their personal moral philosophies.  The 
results of the current study found that tax evaders possessed several attributes, and their personal 
moral philosophy attitudes (idealism or relativism) influenced their ethical behavior.  Idealism 
was found to be negatively associated with self-interest tax evasion behavior while relativism 
had the opposite effect.  Idealism was also found to be positively related to tax evasion attitudes 
stemming from perceived “injustice” of the tax system.  The results were explained with respect 
to the study’s setting of a permissive tax collection society and lower moral intensity of 
respondents.  Managerial implications of this study explained, among others, why individuals 
who obeyed the idealistic moral philosophy often sought tax evasion.   
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